
History of the Cane 
 

Informations from Wikipédia.org and from the book « Les Cannes » of Pierre Faveton. 
 
 

Come back to the beginning. 
The cane has not age (but it have a golden age later). He has his wits about him, quite imprudent, 

especially that which would like to date the first cane. To be born by chance, the first cane must have invented 
spontaneously as soon as the man pick up a bough broken and understood all the benefit I  could take. First canes 
were a common shaft with multiple utilizations and then it was carved and shaped. 
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Tutankhamen golden statuette and Meriê-hachetef in ebony wood: Cairo museum Information: Book of Catherine Dike “La canne objet d’art” 
�

The Egyptian Tutankhamen was a cane lover, and one could 
call him the first cane collector. The November, 4th  1922, finally 
Howard Carter finds the pharaoh’s grave chamber. Some after time, the 
excavations are beginning. We found about a hundred of canes. One of 
them is inlaid with gold, sterling silver, glass pastry and ornamented 
with lotus flowers. We find a sterling silver cane, a golden cane, some 
tops shaped to the image of the king, some canes curved and carved, 
other are ornamented. 
�

Usually, the cane is on hazel or on poplar. 
The cane is evoked in the ancient Greek civilization (Œdipe face to 

the Sphinx, Zeus…), and in the Bible (the epic of Moses where he change 
his cane in snake). 

I t also presents in the Assyrian and in Rome where all the nobility 
have a cane. 

Same, the roman legionary has a cane-shaft with his uniform. 
Except this last example, the cane is often a characteristic sign, hierarchical 
or nobiliary, but is probably that the cane has a destiny more rustic and 
more utilitarian for the country people. 

. 
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The cane like clothes 
accessories, appears more later. We 
should wait the beginning of the 19th 
century for it finds its place with the 
costume, every day. At the beginning 
of 17th century, Catherine de Médicis 
is growing old, we think she bring the 
cane into fashion. She uses a high cane 
on ebony wood inlaid with mother of 
pearl. François 1st is in possession of a 
cane, as after Louis XI I I  and then 
Louis XIV and their courtesan who 
make the rule for the court ceremonial, 
the comedian use it as splendour sign 
in their play. 

We remember the very rich 
cane of Richelieu. The nobility follow 
the Royal example and use the cane. 
The cane is on fashion. The 18th 
century knew the lady’s cane, with a 
band or lace. I t’s also the era of the 
cane of defence, and then it will 
become a French martial art. 
�
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The golden age of the cane. 
 
Between 1830 and 1914, the cane is at its zenith. I t 

is not just for elite but all people. During the 19th century, the 
cane is more and more important. I t is incongruous to a man to 
walk without one’s cane like a lady to walk without one’s 
hat. An elegant man has different canes for all occasion. 
A lot of jeweller created sumptuous top. Today, the canes of 
this epoch are precious item for collection. 
�

Oblong top with agate, raised with 
gold and precious stone, surround 
with diamond, the polish crown 
surmounted by a sapphire. 
Grünes Gewölbe, Dresde 

  
Grey agate crutch rosenborg Slot, 
 Copenhague 

�
�
Cane of Frederic Le Grand, crutch handle in gold, paint and enameled��

Collection Dr. Louis Ferdinand, 
Prince de Prusse, Berlin 
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Cane in gold, ivory, inlaid with precious stone and half precious stone, ruby, jasper 

Sotheby’s, Monaco 
 

Informations: “La canne objet d’art” of Catherine DikeInformations: “La canne objet d’art” of Catherine DikeInformations: “La canne objet d’art” of Catherine DikeInformations: “La canne objet d’art” of Catherine Dike����������������������
    
    
    

�
Measuring apparatus cane, for measured horses�
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Cane with pharmacy portable 

Rosenborg Slot, 
Copenhague 

Cane of the King Frederic I I I , Which the shaft is a point Of teeth of narwhal. Ruler and  
top are in enamelled gold, this one is set with a ruby. 
�

Canes with enameled gold, 
Grünes Gewölbe, Dresde
 �

The manufacturer of cane
overflow of imagination and propose 
items more and more various. 

The cane is not just a cane, 
it should have several functions. The 
system canes born. More than two 
thousand patent are made during the 
19th century, explain some canes 
with unexpected resourceful. I t is 
amazing that a cane can contain. 
Sword, candle, alcohol reserve, cigar 
box, dice set, ink pot and drawing 
pen, umbrella, it seems that all can 
be hide. 
�



Now, the cane is more using for a walk.  
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�information : www.lmoinault.chez-alice.fr������ �
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Source: http://tintin.francetv.fr/fr/aventures/persos/dupon.html 
 
 
 
 
 

In all time, the cane is used like support, parade and defence. 
 

The cane can be classify into 4 categories: 
 
La canne peut être classée en quatre catégories : 
 

� � The marvel cane or clothing cane is refined. We took care of the 
top more than another part, it is a precious element. I t is this one 
which gives a character, an originality to the cane. Other are used 
for help to walk in the city or for an using for social events. 

�
� � The common cane, it is an utilitarian cane for help, for walk, like 

old people, or like traditional or special in history or like folklore. 
I t can be symbolic cane like masonry cane or also variant like 

�

But don’t forget Charlie Chaplin with his bamboo cane and 
Dupont and Dupond (Thomson and Thompson in English or 
Schulze und Schultze in deutch). 
�



trade cane. I t can be the medical cane, orthopaedic with several 
legs, English canes or white cane for blind. 

�
�

� � The system cane are innumerable, proved that the man of the 19th 
century, in particular, had an overflowing imagination. The 
collectors are very enjoying, but certain items are commercialized 
again. I t has an utilitarian function or defence, and there is also 
the trade cane. 

 
 
 

�  
Medicine, linctus, bandage, hypodermic syringe, each element is hide in a tube inside��the cane. 
 

� � The sporting cane, we thing in first to the cane or the shaft for 
hiking, it can be for sport or for leisure but you should know that 
it exist the light cane (or shaft), in hazel, which is used for the 
fight, the martial art. 

�
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information: www.batoncanne.com 
�

The cane is assembling with different elements, more often they are made separately, the maker adjust and 
unite. 

Ruler, shaft and top (or handle) constitute the cane. 
 
The shaft of the classic cane is usually in wood, carved, inlaid, leather case for example, it is chose for 

aesthetic or plastic quality, precious or not (ebony, maple, hazel, rose wood, etc…). Also, it can be in rattan, 
metal. The shaft is more often cylindrical but it can be square (rarely triangular or oval). In principle the shaft is 
straight and smooth (except carved canes) but it can be  twisted, knotty and vermicular form. 

 
 
The top or the handle. In principle, the shaft is ornamented with a top (my-lord or a ball) or a crook 

(classical, set square or derby), where gold, silver, amber and ivory can be used for veritable art, possibly inlaid 
with precious stone or mother of pearl. We find also some top and some crook with varied form, head of human or 
animal. However, the handle is more often in wood, in metal or in plastic on the contemporary current items. 

 

�
Knife and fork with toothpick and a 
small bottle of salt. 

�



Supplementary elements. At the inferior extremity, we find the ruler, usually in rubber, in horn, in metal 
with a pic form (sometimes removable), the other side, sometimes we find a stramp. Also, at the superior nivel, the 
shaft can be decorated with one or several rings (ferrule) and can holder. 

 
The lenght of the cane is variable for comfort for an optimum walk. 
The cane  shoul be adaptated to the morphology of the person, especially to his size. You must choose a 

cane of an appropriate lenght. Some models are adjustables, folding or dismantled in several parts, it possibly can 
be fit together. 

 
 

Incorrect size : too short                    Correct sizeorrect sizeorrect sizeorrect size           Icorrect size : too tall 
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